Takaka Memorial Park
(Compiled by Noel Baigent — 18 June 2023)

The Takaka Memorial Park is situated in Commercial Street, on the site of the former Memorial
Library which was razed to the ground in 2010. The park was designed and created by members
of the Golden Bay Returned and Services Association in collaboration with the Tasman District
Council, Golden Bay Community Board and local iwi Manawhenua Ki Mohua. The Park and the
Memorial were officially opened and dedicated on 31 October 2015.

The memorial, pathways and pillars are positioned in such a manner as to reflect the curvature
of Farewell Spit and the gardens contain only New Zealand native fauna, except for the
Australian grasses which represent the spirit of ANZAC. During the day water flows down the
face of the memorial to represent tears of sorrow and at night the flow stops and lights come on
to illuminate the Waharoa, the Memorial and the pillars.
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Special features include;

The Waharoa (Gateway) at the entrance to the Park is a first for the Takaka Township and gives
recognition to the iwi of Golden Bay. The carving at the Top Centre is the New Zealand Defence
Force crest. The carving to the left represents the times of War (Sword/Spitfire/Frigate/Tank)
and to the right the times after the Wars (Whales/Birds/Mining/Agriculture). The reverse side
has poppies representing the battle fields of the Somme. The 28t Maori Battalion plaques on the
inner sides contain the names of Battalion members from across the entire ‘Top of the South’
region.
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The patterns on the two Waharoa pillars are described as follows;

Nga hau e Wha' (the four winds), the Iwi wha, and the Rangatahi (youger generation) pushing
forward with the four central Mangopare representing the remembrance poppy with a small
circle in the centre. The four main lines of Mangopare represent the three Iwi and the
community (Returned and Services Association and all other Iwi).

The pattern is repeated using the central vertical leading from one pattern to the next forming a
series of diamond or stars (eyes of tipuna). To Maori this "Wheturangitia” depicts the stars
above, where our ancestors go after they pass away.

The Mangopare ‘Shark’ is renown by Maori as being the epitome of strength, agility, and
tenacious determination. The qualities of this awesome predator were respected and Maori
warriors sought to emulate them on the battle field. When the Mangopare fought its enemy it
would always fight to the death. Today the Mangopare represents those qualities of strength
and determination and also as a fierce protector to those who utilise this symbol.
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The Weeping Wall contains plaques naming all those from the Takaka District who perished in
War and never returned — "THEY DIED THAT WE MAY LIVE'.
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! T A DISTRICT WAR MEMORIAL
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South A (Boer) War 25/539 L Flowers 743 LW
1899 - 1902 58762 T Gooch 772300 I
Tpr Fowler 32321 W Grant | 40234 E Newlove
World War One | 85943 Haase | 33755 .C Newlove

1914-1918 6151 Haase 31530 LM Newlove
44570 ¢ Armstrong 71400 AJ  Hitcheock 63114 A Newport
103195 Pte  JR  Borthwick 85947 .C  Hiteheock | 42818 R Page
533 LE  Brislane 31446A .G Hume | 68844 Page
6/1811 Sg C.W  Clarry 59379 2 Hume | 23/591
40192 : Coppell | 712331 3 X Hunter | 10153 Stewart
614015 . Coyle Nil 3rdEngFH  James | 6/4151 3 Stobie
83 T Crook I 20 Tpr H  Lafrentz | 614157 L Taylor
6/1517 LA Dron 38293 Pte  GF  Lublow 1288 Watson
63124 LV Edmondson 33205 LCpl CE  MacShane | 26353 AR Whelham
23/1508 LA Emms 33740 L Manson 31558 Winter
35497 Eyles 611658 P McGuire
61839 LCpl Fauchelle Nit FE  Moore

World War Two 65781 LSgt R.D Murray

1939-1945 NZ41994 FSgt Newlove

237537 Pte  W.T Bosher NZ415714 FgOff D Polglase
NZ39082 PItOff V.G Brough 17117 Pte W Rae
5958 Pte P Byrne 442734 Pte D.L  Rees

16203 LCpl JL  Herbert NZ428045 Sgt EM  Robertson
807318 Pte T.W Isaacs 8387 Cpl KB Ross
NZ412529 FSgt SH Ives 33485 Sgt AW Small
1229734 LAC H.B.R Jones NZ412908 FSgt TJ  Soper
8973 2nd Lt AN  MacShane NZ425776 FgOff J.S  Thompson

237539 Pte HA Manson Nil SubLt A.D.R Webber

. 24173 Pte JL Marshall 19159 Cpl B Winter
8623 Dvr C.J Monahan 13912 Tpr C.L Zimmerman
RNZN D Munro



The Campaign pillars/columns are unique in that the New Zealand (Maori) Wars are

commemorated on the same site as the traditional wars. Also, this is the only War memorial in
New Zealand to have a pillar recognizing ‘Our former foes’ — foes whom we fought but who are
now our friends and allies. A silver fern and a poppy are incorporated into each pillar.

The ‘Mauri’ stone (touchstone) pounamu (greenstone) named ‘Ka roimata o totoweka’ (Tears of
totoweka) was gifted by South Westland Iwi ‘Te Runanga o Makaawhio’ symbolizing the trail of
tears we collectively shed for the many New Zealanders lost in war. The pounamu brings

Spiritual peace and tranquility to those who caress it. It is mounted on marble sourced from the
Takaka valley. A water fountain is situated nearby.




The Gallipoli rock is a large marble rock, nearest Commercial Street, selected from a local quarry
and has become known as the ‘Gallipoli Rock’. Its features resemble the terrain our soldiers
faced when they came ashore at ANZAC cove on 25% April 1915.

The grassed area is known as the The Field of Remembrance and on ANZAC day, Armistice day
and other days of significance, small white crosses are erected to honour, remember and
commemorate the lives of Takaka men lost on the battlefield.




Four park benches placed about the park are made from native timber sourced in Golden Bay.

The original marble War Memorial plaques remain in the foyer of the Tasman District Council
Takaka Office — formerly the ‘County Council Offices'




